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21st Century Higher Education 
•  Globalization 
•  Complex problems within the realm of society, political conflicts, 
global economy, heath, environmental, and energy challenges… 
Liberal	  Arts	  +	  
Service	  Learning 
•  Innova=ve	  problems	  solving	  skills	  
•  Strong	  sense	  of	  civic	  
responsibili=es	  
•  Foresight	  and	  vision	  
•  Interdisciplinary	  knowledge	  
•  Integra=on,	  innova=on,	  adapta=on	  
(Laurie	  PaHon) 
Careers 
AAC&U surveys in recent years showed a consistent outcome about what the 
business and nonprofit leaders most desire for current college students: 
•  Broad Learning and cross-cutting skills as the best preparation for long-term career success. 
•  A candidate’s demonstrated capacity to think critically, communicate clearly, and solve complex 
problems 
•  Solve problems with people whose views are different from their own 
•  Gain intercultural skills and an understanding of societies and countries outside of their own 
•  Teamwork skills, ethical decision making, critical thinking and the ability to apply knowledge in real-
world settings 
Service to Society 
The 21st century not only needs young generation with complex problems solving 
skills, it desires more on citizenship, social responsibility, multi-cultural 
understanding and empathy for different beliefs and religions, different nations and 
beings. 
 
As Michael Dobkowski concluded from his Service-Learning course on Genocide and 
Holocaust, the engagement in real society channels the students’ desire to put what they 
have learned into a form of action. This opportunity inspires his students to process 
intellectually and emotionally challenging material by doing something in the form of 
community service.  
Duke University  
 
A leader in civic engagement, service-
learning, community, outreach, and social 
entrepreneurship. 
 
Duke’s Strategic Plan: Knowledge in the Service of 
Society 
 
Duke Service-Learning Mission: Connecting Civic 
Engagement to the Curriculum 


Pedagogies of Engagement 
Service-learning is one type of pedagogy of engagement which 
emphasizes: 
! Uncovering  and discovering knowledge versus solely covering 
facts and academic content 
! Active learning versus passive reception of knowledge 
! Student centered learning versus solely instructor directed 
teaching 
! Student construction of knowledge versus solely remembering 
information  
 
                Growing Duke Student participation in Engaged learning  
MODELS OF SERVICE-LEARNING 
DIRECT	  SERVICE:	  
• Visit	  throughout	  the	  semester	  
• Direct	  contact	  with	  popula=on	  
served	  
	  
PROJECT/PRODUCT/	  
PRESENTATION:	  
• Create	  a	  deliverable	  for	  partner	  
• Contact	  with	  partner	  as	  needed	  
COMMUNITY-­‐BASED	  
RESEARCH:	  
• Conduct	  research	  with/on	  behalf	  of	  a	  
partner	  
• Share	  results	  
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
       What Do Students Say about 
Service-learning Courses? 
On Duke Course Evaluations for similarly-sized courses, designated 
service-learning courses earn higher ratings on: 
•  Overall quality of the course 
•  Quality of the instruction 
•  Degree of  intellectual stimulation 
 
 
Service-Learning students compared to the 
entire DUKE student body 
Students who take service-learning courses also are more likely to engage 
in and achieve: 
• Graduation with distinction 
• Latin honors 
• Independent study/lab research courses 
• Study abroad and global immersive experiences 
• Research-designated courses 
• Merit scholarships 
 
Duke’s Strategic Plan: Being Global  
 
Duke Kunshan University: the most ambitious and 
visionary global initiative by many measures 


KUNSHAN 昆⼭山 
Economy 
•  Population 1.647 million (by 2010) 
•  Household population 730,000 
•  6,500 foreign companies in the city 
•  GDP in 2015 of 308 billion RMB (US
$47.45 billion) 
•  capital of the world’s notebook and 
tablet sector 
 
Culture 
•  Well-reserved Water Towns 
•  Kun Opera 
City 
•  Highly commercialized urban life 
•  The biggest Forest Park in East 
Central China 
•  Won numerous national and 
international awards 
 
Located	  in	  Jiangsu	  Province	  between	  Shanghai	  
and	  Suzhou	  


Serve Truth and Justice,  
Serve Societies and Nations 
•  Combining Duke University’s education philosophy, “Knowledge in the 
Service of Society”, and Wuhan University’s motto, “Seek Truth and Make 
Innovations”, quoting Chancellor Liu: “Serve Truth and Justice, Serve 
Societies and Nations” will be the mission of Duke Kunshan  
•  Duke Kunshan’s objective is to cultivate well-rounded global citizens 
rooted in their own national cultures. 
•  Duke Kunshan University: a small-scale residential college setting, liberal 
arts integrated with focused and interdisciplinary research areas,  
international top-notch talent cultivation model.  
•  From a pedagogic perspective, the distinctive feature of this model is  
liberal arts education with integrated and interdisciplinary teaching and 
research. 
Features of Duke Kunshan University 
•  International platform, multi-cultural integration 
•  Student centered, question-based, based on 
foreseeable trends 
•  Break the boundaries of traditional disciplines, highly 
interdisciplinary   
•  Collaborative, vertically integrated research & 
education   
Developing World-Class Research and Education for 
Better Health 
 
 
 
 
•  Global Health (GH) research center, Master of science in GH  
and UG Global Learning Semester (GLS) cluster in GH 
Environmental Research and Education 
•  To	  provide	  solu=ons	  to	  environmental	  problems	  in	  China	  and	  other	  growing	  
economies	  and	  popula=ons	  in	  Asia.	  
•  Focus	  on	  air	  and	  water	  quality,	  urbaniza=on,	  conserva=on,	  environmental	  
health,	  economics,	  and	  energy	  and	  climate	  change.	  
• An	  innova=ve	  interna=onal	  master	  of	  environmental	  policy	  program	  will	  be	  
launched	  in	  fall	  2017:	  degree	  will	  be	  awarded	  jointly	  by	  Duke	  Sanford	  school	  
of	  public	  policy	  and	  Nicholas	  School	  of	  the	  Environment	  
• Recruited	  a	  prominent	  scholar	  as	  director	  to	  come	  on	  board	  July	  1,	  2016	  
• UG	  GLS	  cluster	  oﬀering	  in	  environment	  
Graduate Programs – Medical Physics, Global Health, Management 
Studies, Environmental Policy (starting Fall 2017) 
Undergraduate non-degree Program – Global Learning Semester, a 
pilot program into the 4-year degree program 
 What	  I	  learned	  at	  DKU	  goes	  far	  beyond	  my	  academic	  improvement.	  As	  part	  of	  Professor	  Vicki	  Russell’s	  wri=ng	  seminar,	  we	  went	  to	  the	  Canadian	  Interna=onal	  School	  in	  Kunshan	  to	  teach	  an	  art	  class	  for	  3rd	  and	  4th	  graders.	  DKU	  contributed	  to	  shaping	  my	  future	  path	  to	  pursue	  teaching.	  By	  Meredith	  Li,	  GLS	  Fall	  2014	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DUKE	  KUNSHAN	  UNIVERSITY	  provides	  	  
a	  historic	  opportunity	  to	  create	  	  something	  truly	  
innova=ve	  and	  crea=ve,	  world	  leading	  for	  21st	  	  century	  –	  
Duke	  faculty	  took	  on	  this	  challenge	  
昆⼭山杜克⼤大学 提供了历史性的机遇来创造真正创新的、引领
世界、⾯面向21世纪的本科课程；杜克⼤大学的教师们接受了这个
挑战 
 
Disclaimer:	  	  
the	  curriculum	  presented	  is	  s=ll	  in	  drai	  form	  and	  	  is	  going	  through	  Duke	  review	  and	  approval	  process	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Duke	  Kunshan	  curriculum	  (Drai)	  
Five	  Key	  
Structure	  
Features	  
Block	  
System	  
Service-­‐
Learning	  
Course	  
Week	  
Mini	  Term	  Class	  Size	  
Division	  not	  
Department	  
Liberal	  
Arts	  
Tom	  Mehen’s	  Intro	  
Physics	  Class 
Duke	  Kunshan	  curriculum	  (Drai)	  
Year 1⼀一年级  Year 2⼆二年级 Year 3三年级 Year 4四年级 
Language	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  语⾔言课程	  
Concentra=ons	  	  	  专业⽅方向课程	  
Specializa=ons	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  深度专业课程	  
Divisional	  Founda=ons	  	  	  领域基础课	  
Elec=ves	  &	  Pass-­‐Fail	  Mini	  Terms	  
选修课 &	  迷你⼩小学期	  
Signature	  Work:	  Experien=al	  Educa=on,	  Internships,	  Research	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  标志性成果:	  实践性教育，实习，科研	  
Common	  Core	  	  	  	  公共核⼼心课	  
Duke	  Kunshan	  curriculum	  (Drai)	  
•  China in the World focuses on the historical and contemporary commercial, intellectual, 
and scientific exchanges between China and multiple locations around the world.  
(Year 1, team taught, 125 student classes with faculty and postdocs as section leaders. As 
one of the few large classes, this course places special emphasis on developing a shared 
community of learning among students and teachers.) 
•  Critical Global Challenges addresses challenges ranging from specifics areas like 
the environment, health and migration to broader conflicts over security, markets 
and rights.  
(Year 2, 60 student classes, with faculty and postdocs as section leaders.) 
 
•  Ethics, Citizenship and the Examined Life examines traditional Asian and Western 
ideals and contemporary analyses of moral selfcultivation, democracy and 
meritocracy, and pluralism and uniformity.  
(Year 3, seminar sized classes.) 
Duke	  Kunshan	  curriculum	  (Drai)	  


Duke Kunshan’s Approach to 
Liberal Arts Education 
•  UG	  seminars	  and	  research	  
•  Intellectual	  shared	  experience	  –	  Common	  Core	  courses	  
•  Writing-­‐Intensive	  Course	  –	  
Writing	  Cross	  Cultures	  
•  Collaborative	  Assignment	  and	  Projects	  -­‐	  U.S.	  Academic	  
Writing	  for	  EFL	  Students	  
Course	  (example)	  
•  Signature	  project	  
•  Global	  Learning	  –	  Study	  
abroad,	  international	  students	  
and	  faculty	  
•  Internships	  
•  Service	  Learning;	  Community	  Engagement	  –	  Homeless,	  
Nursing	  home,	  migrant	  
workers,	  health	  care	  
•  Learning	  Communities	  –	  Ideas	  
Matter	  Club	  
•  ……… 
Poster Conference for Understanding of 
Endangered Language 
U.S. Academic Writing for EFL Students course 
and Language Culture Center initiated an 
undergraduate collaborative research project on 
the topic of protection of endangered dialects 
and minority languages.  
 
About 40 GLS students took this course in Fall 
2015. Each student picked an endangered 
language, worked in small groups of 1 -3 people 
as a team, and to learn about the language, critic 
on what people have been doing to preserve the 
language.  
They	  did	  deep	  research	  on	  each	  language	  they	  
chose,	  through	  interviews	  of	  na=ve	  speakers,	  
discussion	  and	  cooperate	  with	  scholars	  in/out	  of	  
the	  university,	  data	  study	  via	  on-­‐line	  resources,	  etc.	  	  
The	  outcome	  is	  an	  exhibi=on	  on	  campus,	  and	  their	  
mission	  is	  to	  aHract	  more	  people	  to	  get	  to	  know	  the	  
many	  languages	  that	  is	  in	  danger,	  some	  happens	  
nearby,	  and	  some	  remotely.	  	  
	  
The	  poster	  conference	  aHracted	  about	  100	  
audience.	  And	  we	  found	  it	  a	  big	  success!	  In	  this	  
way,	  the	  students	  nurtured	  their	  research	  skill,	  
cri=cal	  thinking,	  exposed	  them	  to	  humanity	  and	  
social	  science	  arena,	  and	  inspired	  them	  to	  involve	  in	  
challenges	  around	  them	  in	  the	  real	  world.	   
 
Service-Learning contributes significantly to students’ 
moral, ethical and social development within the broader 
context of a liberal arts education. And Liberal Arts 
curriculum, is essential for a service-learning endeavor to 
achieve its goal.  
Conclusion 
A Liberal Arts curriculum with a strong element of Service-Learning at Duke 
enhances our program and make it more effective pedagogically. Duke 
Kunshan University is building a world-class Liberal Arts undergraduate 
program* that is innovative for 21st century higher education. We commit 
all resources of Duke Kunshan to cultivate future generations with 
comprehensive problem solving skills, cross-culture perspectives and 
responsible global citizenship to serve the societal need of the 21st century. 
Service Learning will help us reach our goal. 
 	  *	  Pending	  curriculum	  review	  and	  approval	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Happy	  10	  year	  anniversary	  to	  	  the	  	  
Oﬃce	  of	  Service-­‐Learning	  	  at	  Lingnan	  University!	  
